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SUBJECT: REORGANIZATION OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

REF: WARSAW 2577 

1. THE MAY 7 WARSAW PRESS ANNOUNCED THAT A CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE PLENUM HAS BEEN CALLED FOR MAY 12 "DEDICATED 
TO DISCUSSING THE DIRECTIONS FOR THE FURTHER IMPROVE- 
MENT IN THE FUNCTIONING OF LOCAL AUTHORITIES AND 
ADMINISTRATIONS." THE BRIEF ANNOUNCEMENT ADDS THAT 
INFORMATION ABOUT THE INTERNATIONAL SITUATION AND THE 
FOREIGN POLICY OF POLAND WILL ALSO BE PRESENTED. 

2. COMMENT: A NUMBER OF CONVERSATIONS WE HAVE HAD 
WITH POLISH OFFICIALS AND JOURNALISTS DURING THE PAST 
WEEK HAVE CONFIRMED THE INFORMATION REPORTED IN REFTEL. 
ALTHOUGH ALMOST ALL SOURCES AGREE THAT THE REORGANIZA- 
TION IS NEEDED AND MAKES SENSE FROM A CONCEPTUAL POINT 
OF VIEW. THEY SPLIT ABOUT EVENLY BETWEEN OPTIMISTS AND 
PESSIMISTS WITH REGARD TO THE EFFECTS OF ITS IMPLE- 
MENTATION. THE OPTIMISTS, WHO HAVE TENDED TO BE THOSE 
WHO ARE POLITICALLY CLOSELY ASSOCIATED WITH GIEREK 
(FOR EXAMPLE, ONE IN THIS CATEGORY WITH WHOM WE SPOKE 
WAS TRYBUNA LUDU EDITOR-IN-CHIEF BARECKI), SAY THAT THE 
PROGRAM HAS BEEN CAREFULLY PREPARED AND WILL BE SMOOTHLY 
IMPLEMENTED. THE PESSIMISTS PREDICT A CHAOTIC MESS FOR 
SEVERAL MONTHS, POSSIBLY LONGER, AND COMPLAIN THAT THE 
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PREPARED. 

3. ALMOST EVERYONE AGREES THAT, HAVING TESTED THE WATER 
AND FOUND THE OPPOSITION NOT YET CRYSTALLIZED, GIEREK 
DECIDED TO MOVE SWIFTLY. BARECKI ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THERE 
WAS OPPOSITION, "WHERE YOU WOULD EXPECT IT, IN THE THREATENED 
WOJEWODZTWO BUREACURACIES," BUT CLAIMED WIDESPREAD SUPPORT 
FOR THE PLAN. AS PEOPLE BEGIN TO FOCUS ON THE LARGE NUMBER 
OF HUMAN PROBLEMS RESULTING FROM THE TRANSFER TO NEW 
LOCALITIES OF DISMISSAL OF REPORTEDLY AS MANY AS 100,000 
LOCAL PARTY AND GOVERNMENTAL OFFICIALS AND INEVITABLE 
CONFUSION RESULTING FROM THE TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS FROM 
THE OLD ADMINISTRATIVE UNITS TO THE NEW ONES, 

OPPOSITION, OR AT LEAST WIDESPREAD GRUMBLING, WILL 
PROBABLY DEVELOP. BY THAT TIME. HOWEVER, PARTY OFFICIALS 
AND RANK-AND-FILE AT ALL LEVELS WILL HAVE RECEIVED 
THEIR MARCHING ORDERS FROM THE MAY 12 PLENUM AND THE 
NECESSARY LEGISLATIVE ACTION WILL UNDOUBTEDLY FOLLOW 
VERY SWIFTLY. PERHAPS THE IMPLEMENTATION WILL NOT BE 
PRESSED AT A FORCED PACE ONCE THE POLITICAL DIE HAS BEEN 
CAST. NEVERTHELESS, THIS PROMISES TO BE AN ACTIVE 
SUMMER FOR POLAND S PARTY AND GOVERNMENTAL BUREAUCRATS. 
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